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FROM THE RECTOR

Father Brent Norris

The Annual Meeting of the parish was held last month. It was a wonderful evening. We worshipped together, we ate togeth-
er, we talked about life in the parish over the past year and about what the coming year might hold. We selected Matt Stone,
Cathy Rodriguez and Pat Wooten to serve on the Vestry and thanked Michael Ashmore and Bob Wysong who rotate off, for
their service. It was a good evening and | enjoyed it. Which sort of surprised me.

Lately | have found myself becoming increasingly annoyed by the business of the institutional church. Too many meetings,
too many forms, too many issues which have too little to do with Jesus. Sometimes | feel like the church as an institution
has gotten so concerned with itself that it has forgotten its purpose. Then | get to experience something like our Annual
Meeting which reminds me that the church is people and people exist in communities that need to be governed and adminis-
tered. That is how we keep ourselves healthy and able to do the work we are given to do. If we take seriously one of the
foundational principals of “high church” theology that says that the church is the way God continues to work in this world,
then the business of the church is God’s business.

So, | want to thank all those who came to the Annual Meeting and the Vestry for arranging for the dinner. And | want to
thank those who serve in the ministry of administration for this parish. Thank you for your service to God and God’s people.

Peace and blessings ; //—
G

ADVENT WREATH

The Advent Wreath is given to the Glory of God by Ginny McNally
in loving memory of her husband Chris McNally.

Cindy and Brent Norris
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Invite you to share A time of

refreshment and fellowship

Rose Sunday, December 11
400~ £:00 Pm
The K&Ctﬂﬂy (337 Charlotte Street)




St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
Alternative Market

This holiday season, give a gift that makes a
difference...

As part of the Advent Conspiracy, we will be hosting an
Alternative Market at the back of the church during the first three
Sundays of December 4, 11, and 18, following the 11:00 Mass.

Here’s How it Will Work.... Take a look at the items you can

purchase on this flyer or pick up a brochure next week at church. Choose a meaningful gift from this list to give
a loved one and help a deserving agency make a difference in the life of someone in need. For each “item” you
purchase, you’ll receive a card that describes the service or item your gift made possible, as well as an envelope,
to give to the loved one that you are honoring.

Heifer International
$10 Share of a goat

Buen Pastor School, Dominican Republic
$5 Paper and pencils

$120 One goat

$50 Share of a heifer

$500 One heifer

$20 Starter flock of chicks

$20 Share of a Gardener’s Basket

$170 One Gardener’s Basket

$30 Honeybees
General donation of support of

$

Episcopal Relief and Development

$15 Health services for one person

$15 Mosquito net for one family
$35 One duck or goose

$35 Clean water for one person

$50 One disaster relief kit

$175 One family garden

General donation of support of

$10 School books
$25 School uniform
General donation of support of

$

Animal Compassion Network
$15 Feed a starving animal for a month

$25 Vaccinate a foster pet to keep them
healthy and prepare them for adoption.

$45 Spay or neuter the pet of a low-income
family to stop the cycle of litters being born into
a world without enough homes for them.

$75 Provide a dog house to shelter a dog in
need AND deliver a care package with food,
bedding, treats and toys to an outside dog.

$100 Save an animal from a shelter, vet
them, and place them in a loving foster home.
General donation of support of

3 5
MANNA Food Bank
ABBCM o $5  Five cans of hearty soup
____ $5 Hygiene items $10 Enough food to provide 30 meals to a
__ $10 Blanket needy family

__ $15 Bible/ Books to Prisoners

____$20 Women'’s Clothing

_ $20 Men’s Clothing children

— ngeral donation of support of __ General donation of support of
s $

$18 One case of high-protein peanut butter
$32 Ten weekend MANNA Packs for at-risk




ADVENT SERVICES
Share the Advent season with our brothers and sisters from St. Eugene, St. Mark’s and St. Paul’s.
Wednesdays in Advent will include a light supper at 6:00 pm with worship at 7:00 pm.
November 30 St. Eugene Catholic (72 Culvern Street)
December 7 St. Mary’s
December 14  St. Mark’s Lutheran (10 North Liberty Street)
December 21 St. Paul’s United Methodist (223 Hillside Street)

~_The Episcopal
|x Church Women
Attention: All Ladies Are Invited
The Episcopal Church Women's Christmas Party will be held at Genelda Woggon's home
(118 Macon Ave.)
December 10 at 12:00 noon

If you have never attended an ECW meeting before, this would be a good chance to get to know our wonderful
group of ladies and enjoy the fellowship.

We are collecting items for the Women's Homeless Shelter. Please bring your item to the party.

Items for Christmas Baskets:

Laundry Baskets Winter Hats To Go Mugs Manicure Kits Nail Polish
Nail Files Bath Robes  Umbrellas Slippers Bus Tickets Laundry Detergent

Body Wash Shampoo/Conditioner Gum Gas Card Body Spray
Postage Stamps Pens/Pencils Stationary Planners

Journals Candy Gift Card Walmart/Target Watches Snack Foods

Reminder: Give Genelda your childhood picture in a sealed envelope with your name on it, before the party date, for
the guessing game. A door prize will be given for the winner!

Another Date to remember is December 18 Soup Sunday, (in Mercer Hall after the 11:00 am Mass) sponsored by
the ECW. Please see sign-up sheet in Mercer Hall for volunteers.

See you all at the party on December 10, Donna Murray-ECW President (828-231-6896)

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE

PA
% 4t
/(5{- Our annual tradition of providing gifts for the children at La Capilla de Santa Maria continues.
Beginning in Advent Angel Tree tags will be available in the back of the Church. Please spend no
) * more than $25.00 and have the gifts back unwrapped and in a gift bag with the tag attached by
_— Sunday, December 18.
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

The accompanying check/cash in the amount of $25.00
is for Christmastide decorations in St. Mary’s Church
given to the Glory of Our Incarnate Lord

in loving memory of:

in thanksgiving for:

Name:

Please return by Tuesday, December 20
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CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve

4:00 pm Children’s Service and Holy Communion
7:00 pm Festival Sung Holy Communion (childcare provided for ages 4 and under)
10:00 pm Festival Sung Holy Communion

The two later services will be identical in content. An extended musical prelude will precede these services.

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day

10:00 am Said Mass with Hymns

THANK YOU

It is with a grateful heart that | express my gratitude to everyone for your support of Ruthie and myself during the passing of
our beloved Bob. The prayers, visits, and phone calls have given us much comfort and encouragement.
Elizabeth Wurst

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

LETTER OF TRANSFER: Paul & Andrea Blankinship and their children Andrew & Sophia transferring to
St. Mary’s from All Saints Anglican Church, Mills River.

Pat Ziebell transferring to St. Mary’s from All Saints Anglican Church, Mills River.

Becca Pullease transferring from St. Mary’s to Trinity, Asheville.

CHURCH CALENDARS
Church Calendars for 2012 will soon be on the back table in the Church.
Please take one and use it with your family as we journey through the church year.

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURE

As we move through the winter season the likelihood of snow and/or ice becomes greater. If there is a question about
whether or not services have been cancelled at St. Mary’s, simply call the church office number (254-5836). The mes-
sage on the answering machine will tell you what you need to know. You may also check our facebook page at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church Asheville, NC. The decision about cancelling the 8:00 am service will be made by 7:00
am. The decision about cancelling Sunday school and the 11:00 am service will be made by 9:00 am. Decisions about
daily services will be made by 3:30 pm. The condition of roads can vary a great deal from one part of Asheville to an-
other, not to mention our outlying towns. When in doubt opt for safety. Take out your BCP, read the service and scrip-
tures appointed for the day, and make a spiritual communion in your heart.




From the Parish Library by Brian Stanley

This Month’s Featured Section:
Biographies (BI1O)

Recommended titles:

Confessions, by St. Augustine. In one of the most important and influential books in Western literature, Augustine recounts the wan-
derings of his youth and his conversion to Christianity.
Call number: BIO Augu

Sparks Among the Stubble, by Margaret Cropper. In this Episcopal Book Club selection, Cropper tells the stories of seven exemplary
Anglicans: Robert Nelson, Thomas Bray, William Law, John Newton, Hannah More, William Wilberforce, and Robert Walker.
Call number: BIO Crop

Telling Secrets: A Memoir, by Frederick Buechner. Buechner (pronounced BEEK-nur) is a Preshyterian (PCUSA) minister and popular
author. In Telling Secrets, his third memoir, he focuses on the inward details of his life.
Call number: BIO Buec
106 pages

FROM YOUR DEACON
The Rev’d Deacon Gary Kovach

If any of you would like to have a very rewarding experience, | can tell you how to do that. And, it won’t cost you any-
thing other than a little of your time! When the volunteer sign-up sheets for Room In The Inn are posted, add your name

to the list. For our second time, St. Mark’s, Congregation Beth HaTephila, and St. Mary’s will be hosting this movable
shelter for homeless women. The dates are December 18 through December 24. That’s right—the women will be with us
on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning! Having worked at a shelter for several years, | can tell you, as you might well
imagine, that the holidays can be a very troubling time for those who are homeless and away from their families. With
your help, we can lessen that pain for this particular group of our sisters in need. The organizing committee from the
three congregations has every intention of doing just that! “How,” you ask? I’ve heard tell of things such as a manicurist
and hair stylist offering their services to inviting the ladies to decorate a Christmas tree for our Parish Hall. The list of
“things” is much longer than that. But, mostly it’s about building relationships and just being there for them. And, oh
yeh, the food is pretty good too! The women will once again be living at St. Mary’s for that week so | ask you to include
in your prayers a prayer for a speedy completion of the new parish hall! If you have any questions, need information, or
already know that you want to help for a couple of hours, (or longer) please see Michael Ashmore or me. You will hear
more about this as we get closer to that first Sunday evening with the ladies.

After having participated in this ministry in a small way last July, | can honestly tell you that you will receive so much
more than you give.

Your servant in Christ,
Deacon Gary




ROOM IN THE INN AT ST. MARY’S - DECEMBER 18-25

St. Mary’s, along with St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and Congregation Beth HaTephila, will be hosting Room in the Inn
during the week before Christmas, ending Christmas morning. Starting Sunday evening (12/18) approximately twelve
women will arrive at 6 pm, have dinner, spend the night, have breakfast, and leave with a sack lunch at 7 am the next
morning. The three congregations take turns providing meals and spending the night. (If you’d like to help, please contact
Michael Ashmore at 225-3202.) Even if you aren’t volunteering, please join us for dinner at 6 pm - there’s always plenty
of food and conversation, and it’s a friendly way to make our visitors feel welcome.

We’d like to make this a special week for the women, and we’re planning some holiday activities in the evenings, such as
cookie baking and decorating, tree trimming, haircuts and manicures, and movies. To make this happen we are collecting:

holiday decorations (centerpieces for the tables, etc.)

ornaments and lights

ornament-making supplies (origami doves?, paper snowflakes?, paper chains?)
cookie-decorating supplies (cookie cutters, cookie dough, tubes of icing, sprinkles)
holiday DVDs and CDs

we also need a Christmas tree!

Gift bags (approximately the size of a small shoe box) have been donated; now we need to fill them! A collection box
with a gift bag sample will be placed in the narthex for donations, and/or you may contact Jo Leichte. Appropriate items
include:

candy, gum, snack foods

pens & pencils

journals, planners, stationery

postage stamps

bus passes  (aticket booklet of 11 rides is $9; a monthly pass is $20; both are available at
the Asheville Transit Center, 49 Coxe Ave., next to the Post Office)

gas cards

gift cards (Walmart, Target)

nail polish, nail files, manicure sets

shampoo, conditioner, body wash, body spray

pill boxes

to-go mugs

umbrellas

winter hats, gloves (St. Marks is providing hand-knit scarves for everyone)

other small gift items

Thank you for your help in making this a special Christmas for our Room in the Inn visitors!

To learn more about Room in the Inn, Asheville, visit http://www.hbofa.org/programs/room-in-the-inn/.




SERVING IN MINISTRY IN DECEMBER

Ushers 11:00 am

December 4&11 Robin & Leslie Johnson

18 & 25 Judy & Lynn Sluder
Lectors 8:00 am 11:00 am
December 4 Vince Ross Larry Farr
December 11 Julien Mercier Harold Cole

December 18

Cindy Norris

Roger Watson

December 24 - 4:00 pm Julien Mercier

December 24 - 7:00 pm Pat Wooten

December 24 - 10:00 pm Michelle Rippon

December 25 - 10:00 am Aly Goodwin

Coffee Hour (following 11:00 am Mass)

December 4 Carolyn & Jeff Untz

11 Soup Lunch , ”

18 Father Norris

25 No coffee hour

NOTICE

+++ The deadline to submit articles for the January 2012, newsletter will be December 20 +++

FOOD COLLECTION IN OCTOBER: Hot Cereals

FROM THE REGISTER ATTENDANCE REPORT

8:00 am 11:00 am Total
October 30 17 65 82
November 6 16 76 92
November 13 17 66 83
November 20 14 69 83
November 27 18 87 105




DECEMBER PRAYER CYCLE
Daily Prayers for: Diocese, Anglican Communion, Religious Communities

16

Grace, Morganton  St. Stephen’s, Morganton
Diocese of Worchester (Canterbury, England)
Sisters of the Order of St. Helena, Augusta, GA

17

St. Mary’s, Morganton  St. Paul’s, Morganton
Diocese of Diocese of Wusasa (Nigeria)
The Community of Taize

18

St. James, Lenoir
Diocese of Wyoming
Brothers of St. Gregory’s Abbey, Three Rivers, Ml

19

St. John’s, Marion
Diocese of Yambio (Sudan)
Brothers of the Servants of Christ Priory, Phoenix, AZ

20

St. Paul’s, Wilkesboro
Diocese of Yei (Sudan)
Sisterhood of the Holy Nativity, Ripon, WI

21

Lake Logan Center
Diocese of Yewa (Nigeria)
Sisters of Charity, Little Britain, Ontario

22

Bishop Henry Center
Diocese of Yirol (Sudan)
Sisters of St. John the Divine, Toronto

23

Holy Spirit, Mars Hill
Diocese of Yokohama (Japan)
Brothers of the Society of St. Francis, Mt. Sinai, NY

24

Cathedral of All Souls, Asheville
Diocese of Yola (Nigeria)
Brothers of St. John the Evangelist, Cambridge, MA

25

Trinity, Asheville
Diocese of York (England)
Sisters of the Society of St. Margaret, Port-au-Prince

26

Grace, Asheville  Redeemer, Asheville
Diocese of Ysabel (Melanesia)
Priests of the Society of St. Paul, Palm Desert, CA

27

St. George’s, Asheville  St. Mary’s, Asheville
Diocese of Yukon (Canada)
Sisters of Teachers of the Children of God, Tucson, AZ

28

St. Luke’s, Asheville  St. John’s, Asheville
Diocese of Zaki-Biam (Nigeria)
New Vocations

29

Valle Crucis Conference Center
Diocese of Zanzibar (Tanzania)
Religious Communities in Anglican Communion

1 |Incarnation, Highlands

Diocese of West Tennessee

Sisters of the Community of St. Mary, Sewanee
2 | Good Shepherd, Haysville

Diocese of West Texas

All Saints’ Sisters of the Poor, Catonsville, MD
3 | Grace, Robbinsville

Diocese of Western Izon (Nigeria)

Sisters of the Community of the Holy Spirit, New York
4 Grace, Waynesville

Diocese of Western Kansas

Sisters of the Community of St. Francis, San Francisco
5 | St. Agnes & St. John’s, Franklin

Diocese of Western Louisiana

Sisters of the Community of St. John the Baptist, NJ
6 | St. Cyprian’s, Franklin

Diocese of Western Massachusetts

Sisters of the Community of St. Mary, Greenwich, NY
7 | Messiah, Murphy

Diocese of Western Mexico

Sisters of the Transfiguration, San Pedro, DR
8 | St. Andrew’s, Canton

Diocese of Western Michigan

Sisters of St. Mary, West Province, Mukwonago, WI
9 | St. David’s, Cullowhee

Diocese of Western New York

Sisters of the Church, Oakville, Ontario
10 |St. Francis, Cherokee

Diocese of Western Newfoundland

Sisters of the Transfiguration, Cincinnati, OH
11 |St. John’s, Sylva

Diocese of Western North Carolina

Brothers of the Holy Cross, West Park, NY
12 |St. Mary’s College & St. Augustine’s College, Raleigh

Diocese of Wiawso (West Africa)

Sisters/Brothers of Julian of Norwich, Waukesha, W1
13 |University of the South, Sewanee

Diocese of Willochra (Australia)

Sisters of St. Anne, Bethany Convent, Arlington, MA
14 |Ascension, Hickory  St. Alban’s, Hickory

Diocese of Winchester (Canterbury, England)

Sisters of St. Anne, Ascension Convent, Chicago, IL
15 |Epiphany, Newton

Diocese of Windward Islands (West Indies)
Sisters of the Society of St. Margaret, Boston

30

Kanuga Conference Center
Diocese of Zonkwa (Nigeria)
Oblates of Religious Orders

31

National Episcopal Church
Diocese of Zululand (Southern Africa)
Community of Taize




St. Mary’s Church

December 2011

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 Charles Moore |3
Williams
3:30-5 pm (Fr. Bettmann) 10:00 am Al-Anon
After School
Ecumenical |12:05 pm Mass
Atrium (Rite )  White
6:30 pm EFM
4 ADVENT II 5 6 Nicholas 7 Ambrose 8 9 Feria 10
(Fr. Norris) (Fr. Woggon) (Fr. Bettmann)
7:45 am MP : .
8:00 am Mass  Blue 5:15 pm EP 7:30 am Mass 3'2(])%5 pSmh | |12:05 pm Mass 10:00 am Al-Anon
9:45 am Atrium 5:30 pm Mass White er SChOol | - (Rite 1) Blue
: White |at St. Mary’s Ecumenical 12:00 ECW at
9:45 am Forum SRR | alot Mary S Atrium ;

: i 6:00 pm Soup/ Woggon’s
11:00 am High Mass .

12:45 pm Handbells Sandwich Supper | oo o e (118 Macon Ave)

' 7:00 pm Worship =20 pm

7:30 pm Choir
11 ADVENT III: 12 13 Lucy 14 John of the Cross | 15 16 Ember Day |17
Rose Sunday (Fr. Edwards) (Fr. Norris) (Fr. Bettmann)
Rector’s . 3:30-5 pm . _

7:45 am MP Day off 5:15 pm EP 7:30amMass |~ After School |12:05 pm Mass 10:00 am Al-Anon
8:00 am Mass  Rose 5:30 pm MassR dl1o White | Ecumenical | (Ritel)  Blue
9:45 am Atrium Red | 12:00 pm Clergy Atrium
9:45 am Forum (St M 'I(L,‘”Ch
11:00 am High Mass atoL Vark s 6:30 pm EFM

. 6:00 pm Soup/
12:30 pm Soup Lunch :

: Sandwich Supper
12:45 pm Handbells 7:00 pm Worship
4:00-6:00 pm Rectory ’

Open House 7:30 pm Choir
18 ADVENT IV 19 20 Feria 21 ST. THOMAS |22 23 Feria 24

(Fr. Edwards) (Fr. Norris) (Fr. Weissman)

7:45 am MP Rector’s . _ 3:30-5 pm , ,
8:00 am Mass White |Day off g%g Em E/Ipass 7:30amMass  Red |~ After School Parish Office closed
9:45 am Atrium ' Blue |atSt Paul’s Ecumenical 12:05 pm Mass 10:00 am Al-Anon
9:45 am Forum = |&000m S Atrium Ritel) Blue
11:00 am High M 6:00 pm Soup/ Ritel)  Blue |,.54 ym chil-

U0 am iHigh Miass 6:30 pm EFM Sandwich Supper dren’s Service w/
12:45 pm Handbells 7:00 pm Worship Communion Gold
12:45 pm Vestry -

. 7:00 pm High Mass
7:30 pm Choir
: 10:00 pm High
Room in the Ipn at St. Mary’s, December 18-25 ‘ Mass
25 26 27 ST. JOHN 28 HOLY 29 30 ST. 31
' (Fr. Edwards) . LINN(_)CENTS STEPHEN (tr)
10:00 am Mass w/ Offce 5:15 pm EP (Fr. Norri9) (Fr. Weissman) | 10:00 am Al-Anon
' Carols Gold | closed 5:30 pm Mai/SVhite 7:30 am Mass  Red Parish Office
— B— closed

3:00 pm Nursing
Home Service

6:00 pm Rosary

12:05 pm Mass
(Rite 1) Red

January 1, 2012
HOLY NAME DAY

7:45 am MP
8:00 am Mass White
11:00 am High Mass




E-mail: mail@stmarysasheville.org

St. Mary’s Church

337 Charlotte Street, Asheville, North Carolina 28801
Office & Mailing Address: 30 Macon Avenue
Phone: 828-254-5836  Fax: 828-254-7553

Fr. Norris at the Rectory: 254-1285

+ + + + + + + + + ++ +

Website: stmarysasheville.org

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev’d G. Porter Taylor Bishop of Western North Carolina
The Rev’d Brent Norris Rector
The Rev’d Gary Kovach Deacon
The Rev’d William Austin Priest Associate & Prison Missioner
The Rev’d John Bettmann Priest Associate
The Rev'd O. C. Edwards Priest Associate
The Rev’d Stephen Weissman Priest Associate
The Rev’d Harry Woggon Priest Associate
VESTRY AND OFFICERS
Tom Naomi Senior Warden
Roger Watson Junior Warden
Harold Cole Treasurer
Meredith Stanley Clerk of the Vestry
Michael Ashmore Class of ‘12
Bob Wysong
Tom Naomi Class of ‘13
Roger Watson
Ryan Bullock Class of ‘14
Patricia Crenshaw
Leslie Johnson
STAFF
Mary Alice Nard Parish Administrator
Virginia McKnight Organist/Music Director
Brian Stanley Librarian
Harvey Johnson Sexton
Kay Shockley Nursery
Mica Waters-Carter Charlotte Street Kids

Charlotte Street Kids

Erin DeBruyn



